
 

 

7th January 2018 
 

The Epiphany of the Lord  

with Holy Baptism 



2 

Welcome! 

We bid you a very warm welcome to our worship. As we gather in this sacred 

space, silent prayer and reflection helps us to prepare for the service. We 

acknowledge our presence is on the unceded territory of the Musqueam, 

Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh Nations. Listening devices are available for the 

hearing impaired during the service; please contact one of our greeters.  

Prelude As with Gladness Men of Old               J Mitchell 

Words of welcome  

Please rise as you are able to sing our opening Hymn No. 118 in Common Praise 

1  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

2  God of God, Light of Light, 

lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 

very God, begotten not created: Refrain 

3  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

glory to God, glory in the highest: Refrain 

5  Led by the starlight, Magi, Christ adoring, 

offer him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

we to the Christ-child bring our hearts' oblations.  

        Refrain 

Priest +The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

All And also with you.  

Priest There is one body and one Spirit. 

All There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
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Priest One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

All One God and Father of all. 

Priest The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Priest Let us pray.  

All Almighty and everliving god, 

you revealed the incarnation of your Son 

by the brilliant shining of a star. 

Shine the light of your justice 

in our hearts and over all lands, 

and accept our lives as the treasure we offer 

in your praise and for your service; 

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Children’s focus 

Please sit for a reading from Isaiah     (Chapter 60.1-6) 

  Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

   and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

   and his glory will appear over you.  

Nations shall come to your light, 

   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  

 Lift up your eyes and look around; 

   they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
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   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

   all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All Thanks be to God.  

Please remain seated to chant Psalm 72 

Cantor sings Refrain  

 

All sing Refrain  

Choir only 1 Give the king your ¹justice, O God, * 

   and your righteousness ¹to the . king’s son; 

2 that he may rule your ¹people righteously *   

  and the ¹poor with justice; 

3 that the mountains may bring prosperity ¹to the people, *  

  and the little ¹hills bring righteousness. 

4 He shall defend the needy a-¹mong the people, *  

  rescuing the poor and crushing ¹the oppressor. 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and ¹moon endure, *  

  from one generation ¹to another. 

6 He shall come down like rain up-¹on the . mown field, * 

  like showers that ¹water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the ¹righteous flourish; *   

  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall  

  ¹be no more. 

All sing Refrain  

Choir only        10 The rulers of Tarshish and of the isles ¹shall pay tribute, * 

            and the rulers of Arabia and Saba ¹offer gifts. 

                11 All rulers shall bow ¹down before him, * 

    and all the nations ¹do him service. 

         12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out ¹in distress * 
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   and the oppressed who ¹has no helper. 

        13 He shall have pity on the ¹lowly and poor * 

   and shall preserve the ¹lives . of the needy. 

        14 He shall redeem their lives from op¹pression and   

   violence, *     

   and dear shall their blood be ¹in his sight. 

All sing Refrain  

Please sit for a reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians  (Chapter 3.1-12) 

  This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus 

for the sake of you Gentiles— for surely you have already 

heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given to 

me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me 

by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of 

which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the 

mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was 

not made known to humankind, as it has now been 

revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 

that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of 

the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 

through the gospel.  

 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift 

of God’s grace that was given to me by the working of his 

power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this 

grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of 

the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see 

what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 

created all things; so that through the church the wisdom 

of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 

rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in 

accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried 

out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to 

God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All Thanks be to God.  
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We turn to face the Deacon 

 

 

 

All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Deacon The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen his glory.  

All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Deacon The Lord be with you 

All And also with you 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

                 according to St Matthew       (Chapter 2.1-12) 

All Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 

have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard 

this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and 

calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 

born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has 

been written by the prophet:  

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’  

 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 

from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring 

me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When 

they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
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them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 

with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 

homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered 

him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 

their own country by another road.  

At the conclusion of the Gospel 

Deacon  The Gospel of Christ. 

All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sermon The Venerable John Stephens 

Please rise as you are able to sing our Gradual hymn No. 143 in Common Praise  

1  Hark! The herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the new-born King,  

peace on earth, and mercy mild,  

God and sinners reconciled." 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  

join the triumph of the skies;  

with the angelic hosts proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"  

Refrain: 

Hark! the herald angels sing,  

"Glory to the newborn King." 

2  Christ, by highest heaven adored; 

Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come,  

offspring of a virgin's womb.  

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  

hail, the incarnate Deity, 

pleased as one of us to dwell,  

Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 
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3  Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings, 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise each child of earth, 

born to give us second birth.  Refrain 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate 

Priest The candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

Parents and sponsors 

 I present Julia Fontane to receive the sacrament of baptism. 

Priest Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you 

present is nurtured in the faith and life of the Christian 

community? 

Parents and sponsors I will, with God’s help. 

Priest Will you by your prayers and witness help this child  

to grow into the full stature of Christ? 

Parents and sponsors I will, with God’s help. 

Priest Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of 

wickedness that rebel against God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 

Priest Do you renounce the evil powers of this world, which 

corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 

Priest Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the 

love of God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 

Priest Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your 

Saviour? 
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Answer  I do. 

Priest  Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

Answer  I do. 

Priest  Do you promise to obey him as your Lord? 

Answer  I do. 

Priest  Let us now pray for Julia, who is to receive the sacrament 

of new birth. 

Prayers for the candidate and the world 

Intercessor Deliver Julia, O Lord,  

from the way of sin and death. 

All  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor Open her heart to your grace and truth. 

All Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor  Fill her with your Holy and life-giving Spirit. 

All Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

All Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor Send her into the world in witness to your love. 

All  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

All  Lord, hear our prayer. 

Intercessor We pray, too, for all who are ill, anxious,  

grieving or sad this day.  

We remember those in this parish  

and on our hearts and pray God’s blessing. 

All Grant, O Lord, that Julia, and all who are baptised 

into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in 

the power of his resurrection and look for Him to 

come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and 

for ever. Amen. 
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The Priest blesses the water 

Priest The Lord be with you. 

All   And also with you. 

Priest  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Priest  We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. 

Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning 

of creation. Through water you led the children of 

Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of 

promise. In water your Son Jesus received the 

baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy 

Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 

through his death and resurrection, from the 

bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism.  

In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we 

share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn 

by the Holy Spirit.         

Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into 

his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit.     

Now bless+ this water by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

that Julia may be cleansed from sin and born again, and may 

continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our 

Saviour. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all 

honour and glory, now and for ever.  

All Amen. 

The Baptismal Covenant 

Priest Do you believe in God the Father? 

All   I believe in God, The Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

Priest Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
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All   I believe in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 

Priest Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

All   I believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Priest Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

All   I will, with God’s help. 

Priest Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall 

into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

All   I will, with God’s help. 

Priest Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of 

God in Christ? 

All   I will, with God’s help. 

Priest Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your 

neighbour as yourself? 

All   I will, with God’s help. 

Priest Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and 

respect the dignity of every human being? 

All   I will, with God’s help. 
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Priest Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, 

and respect, sustain and renew the life of the earth?  

All   I will, with God’s help. 

The Baptism 

Priest Julia Fontane, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 I sign you with the cross, 

and mark you as Christ’s own for ever. 

 Heavenly Father, 

we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit 

you have bestowed upon this your servant 

the forgiveness of sin, 

and have raised her to the new life of grace. 

Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. 

Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, 

the courage to will and to persevere, 

a spirit to know and to love you, 

and the gift of joy and wonder 

in all your works. Amen. 

The Giving of the Light 

 Receive the light of Christ, to show that you have passed 

from darkness to light. 

After the newly baptized has received a candle, we all say 

All   Let your light so shine before others  

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Priest Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

All   We receive you into the household of God. 

Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 

proclaim his resurrection, 

and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

Please remain standing as you are able for the Peace 
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Priest Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name 

shall be called the Prince of Peace. The Peace of the Lord 

be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

All may exchange a sign of peace 

During the singing of Hymn No 139 a collection will be taken.  

1 The first nowell the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Refrain: 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

born is the King of Israel. 

2  They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east beyond them far, 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night.  Refrain 

3  And by the light of that same star 

three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, 

and to follow the star wherever it went.  Refrain 

4  This star drew nigh to the northwest, 

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest, 

and there it did both stop and stay 

right over the place where Jesus lay.  Refrain 

5  Then entered in those wise men three, 

full reverently upon their knee, 

and offered there in his presence 

their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.  Refrain 

6  Then let us all with one accord 

sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 

who has made heaven and earth of nought, 

and with his blood salvation bought.  Refrain 
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Prayer over the gifts 

Priest Generous Creator, 

in faith and joy 

we celebrate the birth of your Son. 

Increase our understanding and our love 

of the riches you have revealed in him, 

who is Lord now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 

 

Priest Blessed are you, gracious God, 

creator of heaven and earth; 

you have revealed your eternal plan of salvation, 

and have shown your Son Jesus Christ 

to be the light of all peoples. 

Therefore with angels and archangels 

we raise our voices in joyful praise 

to proclaim the glory of your name. 



15 

 

Priest We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 

for the goodness and love 

you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people; 

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, 

Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days you sent him 

to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us 

out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, 

out of death into life. 

 On the night he was handed over 

to suffering and death,  

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “ Take, eat: 

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
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this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, 

do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

All we remember his death, 

we proclaim his resurrection, 

we await his coming in glory; 

Priest and we offer our sacrifice 

of praise and thanksgiving 

to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, 

this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, 

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament 

of the body of Christ 

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

 In the fullness of time, 

reconcile all things in Christ, 

and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, 

now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
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Priest And now as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold 

to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

Priest We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

All God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 

Priest The gifts of God for the people of God. 

All Thanks be to God. 
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We invite all baptized Christians to receive Communion at our altar. If you wish to 

receive a blessing please come at the same time. Intinction is not permitted as it 

contaminates the wine. It is acceptable to receive either bread or wine only.  

If you are unable to make your way to the altar please ask a sidesperson to have 

Communion brought to you. Gluten free wafers are available.  

Communion Anthem  Children of the Heavenly Father     

  ‘The Three Kings’  P Cornelius     arr. J Mitchell 

Please rise as you are able 

Priest Creator of all, 

the child born for us is the Saviour of the world. 

May he who made us your children 

welcome us into your kingdom, 

where he is alive and reigns with you now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

All Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do  

infinitely more than we ask or imagine.  

Glory to God from generation to generation,  

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Please stand for the Blessing 

Priest May the joy of the angels,  

The eagerness of the shepherds,  

The perseverance of the Magi, 

The obedience of Joseph and Mary,  

And the peace of the Christ-child  

Be yours this Christmas;  

And the blessing of God Almighty,  

(+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always.  

All Amen. 
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We sing our final Hymn No. 160 in Common Praise 

1  As with gladness men of old  

did the guiding star behold;  

as with joy they hailed its light,  

leading onward, beaming bright;  

so, most gracious Lord, may we  

evermore be led to thee.  

2 As with joyful steps they sped  

Saviour, to thy lowly bed, 

there to bend the knee before  

thee, whom heaven and earth adore;  

so may we with willing feet  

ever seek thy mercy-seat.  

3  As they offered gifts most rare  

at that cradle rude and bare;  

so may we with joyful song,  

raising voices pure and strong,  

all our costliest treasures bring,  

Christ, to thee, our heavenly king.  

4 In the heavenly country bright 

need they no created light:  

thou its light, its joy, its crown,  

thou its sun which goes not down;  

there forever may we sing  

alleluias to our king.  

Deacon My friends; Go and with the angels announce the Gospel of 

the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

Postlude  March of the Three Kings                      T Candlyn 

The final organ prelude is to uplift us as we go out into the world and as such is 

part of our worship. Please refrain from applauding. Please join us for refreshments 

in the Trendell Lounge. 
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