
 

 

31st December 2017  

 

First Sunday after Christmas  
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Welcome! 

We bid you a very warm welcome to our worship. As we gather in this sacred 

space, silent prayer and reflection helps us to prepare for the service. We 

acknowledge our presence is on the unceded territory of the Musqueam, 

Squamish, and Tsleil-Waututh Nations. Listening devices are available for the 

hearing impaired during the service; please contact one of our greeters.  

Prelude In peace and joy I now depart     J S Bach 

Words of welcome  

Please rise as you are able to sing our opening Hymn No. 153 in Common Praise.  

1  Good Christians all, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice! 

Listen now to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today; 

ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today; 

Christ is born today! 

2  Good Christians all, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice! 

Hear the news of endless bliss: 

Jesus Christ was born for this; 

he has opened heaven's door 

and we are blessed for evermore! 

Christ was born for this; 

Christ was born for this! 

3  Good Christians all, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice! 

Now you need not fear the grave; 

Jesus Christ was born to save: 

come at his most gracious call 

to find salvation, one and all! 

Christ was born to save; 

Christ was born to save! 
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Priest +The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

All And also with you.  

We invite you to kneel for our opening prayer 

All Almighty God, to you all hearts are open,  

all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please rise as you are able to sing together the ‘Gloria in Excelsis.’  
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Priest Let us pray. 

All God of promise 

you renew your gift to those whose faces are lined 

and whose hearts are filled by the passage of years: 

help us, with Simeon and Anna, 

to see beyond the surface 

the face and heart of God 

in Jesus Christ, the given Child. Amen. 

Please sit for a reading from the prophecy of Isaiah     (Chapter 61.10-62.3)  

 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

   my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

   to spring up before all the nations.  

 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

   and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

   and her salvation like a burning torch.  

The nations shall see your vindication, 

   and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name 
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   that the mouth of the Lord will give.  

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 

   and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All Thanks be to God. 

Please remain seated to chant Psalm 148 

Cantor sings Refrain  
 

 

All sing Refrain  

Choir only 1 Hallelujah!   

Praise the Lord ¹from the heavens; * 

 praise God ¹in the heights. 
2 Praise the Lord ¹all you angels; * 

 sing praises, all you heav-¹enly host. 
3 Praise the Lord, ¹sun and moon; * 

 sing praises, all you ¹shining stars. 
4 Praise the Lord, heav-¹en of heavens, * 

 sing praises, you waters a-¹bove the heavens. 
5 Let them praise the name ¹of the Lord; * 

 who gave the command and they ¹were created, 
6 who made them stand fast for ev-¹er and ever, * 

 who gave them a law which shall not ¹pass away. 

All sing Refrain  

Choir only 7 Praise the Lord ¹from the earth, * 

 you sea-monsters ¹and all deeps; 
8 fire and hail, ¹snow and fog, * 

 tempestuous wind, do-¹ing God’s will; 
9 mountains ¹and all hills, * 

 fruit trees ¹and all cedars; 
10 wild beasts ¹and all cattle, * 

 creeping things and ¹wingèd birds; 
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11 sovereigns of the earth ¹and all peoples, * 

 princes and all rulers ¹of the world; 
12 young men ¹and young women, * 

 old and ¹young together. 

All sing Refrain  

 

Choir only 13 Let them praise the name ¹of the Lord, * 

 whose name only is exalted,  

 whose splendour is over ¹earth and heaven. 
14 The Lord has raised up strength ¹for his people * 

 and praise for all ¹loyal servants, * 

the child-¹ren of Israel, * 

 a people who are near to the Lord.   

 ¹Hallelujah! 

All sing Refrain  

Please sit for a reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians  (Chapter 4.4-7)  

 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 

born of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem 

those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as children. And because you are children, God 

has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 

Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a 

child then also an heir, through God.  

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All Thanks be to God. 

Please rise as you are able to sing our Gradual Hymn No. 132 in Common Praise  

1  Of eternal love begotten, 

ere the worlds began to be, 

he is Alpha and Omega, 

he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, 
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and that future years shall see, 

evermore and evermore. 

2  At his Word the worlds were framed. 

He commanded, it was done: 

heaven and earth and depths of ocean, 

in their threefold order one; 

all that grows beneath the shining, 

of the moon and burning sun, 

evermore and evermore. 

3  O that birth for ever blessed, 

when the virgin, full of grace, 

by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

bare the Saviour of our race, 

and the babe, the world's redeemer, 

first revealed his sacred face, 

evermore and evermore. 

5  O ye heights of heaven adore him; 

angel hosts, his praises sing; 

all dominions bow before him, 

and extol our God and king; 

let no tongue on earth be silent, 

every voice in concert ring, 

evermore and evermore. 

6  Christ, to thee, with God the Father, 

and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

hymn and chant and high thanksgiving, 

and unwearied praises be, 

honour, glory, and dominion, 

and eternal victory, 

evermore and evermore. 
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We remain standing and turn to face the Deacon 

 
 

All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Deacon  And the Word became flesh and lived among us. 

All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Deacon The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to    

St Luke    (Chapter 2.22 - 40) 

All Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.     

 When the time came for their purification according to the 

law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present 

him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, 

‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 

Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is 

stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two 

young pigeons.’  

 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 

Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 

forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 

Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 

temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 

do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon 

took him in his arms and praised God, saying,  

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

   according to your word;  

for my eyes have seen your salvation,  

   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
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a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

   and for glory to your people Israel.’  

 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what 

was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and 

said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the 

falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 

will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’  

 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of 

the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with 

her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a 

widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple 

but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 

At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to 

speak about the child to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem.  

 When they had finished everything required by the law of 

the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 

Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.    

At the conclusion of the Gospel 

Deacon The Gospel of Christ. 

All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sermon The Reverend Dr. Pitman Potter 

After a time of reflection, please rise as you are able 

Priest   Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

All    I believe in God, 

   the Father almighty,  

   creator of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   and born of the Virgin Mary. 

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

   He descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again. 

   He ascended into heaven, 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again 

   to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Please remain standing or kneel for our prayers 

At the conclusion of the Prayers of the People:  

Intercessor Rejoicing in the fellowship of Mary the mother of Jesus, and 

St John the Beloved, our patron and all the saints we 

commend ourselves and all people to your unfailing love. 

Merciful Father: 

All Accept these our prayers for the sake of your Son 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Confession and Absolution   

Priest Dear friends in Christ, 

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 

God welcomes sinners 

and invites them to this table. 

Let us confess our sins, 

confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Silence is kept 

Priest Most merciful God, 

All we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 
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and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us, 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Priest Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All  Amen.   

Please rise as you are able for the Peace 

Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All And also with you. 

Please exchange a sign of peace 

During the singing of Hymn No 155, a collection will be taken. 

1 From east to west, from shore to shore, 

let every heart awake and sing 

the holy child whom Mary bore, 

the Christ, the everlasting King. 

2 Behold! The world's creator wears  

the form and fashion of a slave; 

our very flesh our Maker shares, 

his fallen creatures all to save. 

3 For this how wondrously he wrought!  

A maiden, in her lowly place, 

became, in ways beyond all thought, 

the chosen vessel of his grace. 
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4 Assenting to the angel's word, 

she chose what God the Spirit willed, 

and suddenly the promised Lord 

that pure and hallowed temple filled. 

7 All glory for this blessèd morn  

to God, the source of all, is due; 

all praise to you, O Virgin-born, 

all praise, O Holy Ghost, to you. 

Prayer over the gifts   

Priest God of light, 

in the birth of your Son we see your glory. 

May we who share in this mystery 

grow daily in your love. 

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

All  Amen.  

 

 

Priest It is indeed right that we should praise you, 

gracious God, 

for you created all things. 

You formed us in your own image: 

male and female you created us. 

When we turned away from you in sin, 

you did not cease to care for us, 

but opened a path of salvation for all people. 

You made a covenant with Israel, 
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and through your servants Abraham and Sarah 

gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. 

Through Moses you led your people 

from bondage into freedom; 

through the prophets 

you renewed your promise of salvation. 

Therefore, with them, and with all your saints 

who have served you in every age, 

we give thanks and raise our voices 

to proclaim the glory of your name. 

 

Priest Holy God, source of life and goodness, 

all creation rightly gives you praise. 

In the fullness of time, 

you sent your Son Jesus Christ, 

to share our human nature, 

to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, 

the God and Father of all. 

He healed the sick 

and ate and drank with outcasts and sinners; 

he opened the eyes of the blind 

and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom 
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to the poor and to those in need. 

In all things he fulfilled your gracious will. 

 On the night he freely gave himself to death, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, 

and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “ Take, eat: 

this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, 

and said, “ Drink this, all of you: 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, 

do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 Gracious God, 

his perfect sacrifice 

destroys the power of sin and death; 

by raising him to life 

you give us life for evermore. 

Priest Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith.  

All Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

Priest Recalling his death, 

proclaiming his resurrection, 

and looking for his coming again in glory, 

we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup. 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us 

and upon these gifts, 

that all who eat and drink at this table 
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may be one body and one holy people, 

a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory is yours, almighty Father, 

now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

Priest And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us,  

we are bold to say, 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

Priest We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

All God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 

Priest The gifts of God for the people of God. 

All Thanks be to God. 
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We invite all baptized Christians to receive Communion at our altar. If you wish to 

receive a blessing please come at the same time. Intinction is not permitted as it 

contaminates the wine. It is acceptable to receive either bread or wine only.  

If you are unable to make your way to the altar please ask a sidesperson to have 

Communion brought to you. Gluten free wafers are available.  

The sacrament of healing is available in the side chapel during 

Communion.  

Communion Anthem  Nunc Dimittis     Thomas Tallis 

Please rise as you are able 

Priest Source of truth and joy, 

may we who have received the gift of divine life 

always follow the way of your Son. 

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

All Amen. 

Priest  Glory to God,  

All whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we ask or imagine. Glory to God from 

generation to generation, in the Church and in 

Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

We sit for the notices 
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Please rise as you are able for the Blessing  

Priest May the joy of the angels,  

The eagerness of the shepherds,  

The perseverance of the Magi, 

The obedience of Joseph and Mary,  

And the peace of the Christ-child  

Be yours this Christmas;  

And the blessing of God Almighty,  

(+) the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All Amen.      

We sing our final Hymn No 146 in Common Praise 

1 'Twas in the moon of winter-time, 

when all the birds had fled, 

that mighty Gitchi Manitou 

sent angel choirs instead; 

before their light the stars grew dim, 

and wandering hunters heard the hymn: 

"Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, 

in excelsis gloria." 

2 Within a lodge of broken bark 

the tender babe was found, 

a ragged robe of rabbit skin 

enwrapp'd his beauty round; 

but as the hunter braves drew nigh, 

The angel song rang loud and high: 

"Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, 

in excelsis gloria." 

3 The earliest moon of wintertime 

is not so round and fair 

as was the ring of glory 

on the helpless infant there. 

The chiefs from far before him knelt 

with gifts of fox and beaver pelt. 
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Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, 

in excelsis gloria. 

4 O children of the forest free, 

beloved of Manitou, 

the holy child of earth and heaven 

is born today for you. 

Come kneel before the radiant boy 

who brings you beauty, peace and joy. 

Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, 

in excelsis gloria.  

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God.  

Postlude  Variations on the Huron Carol  John Mitchell 

The organ postlude is to uplift us as we go out into the world. Kindly refrain from 

applauding. Please join us in the Trendell Lounge for refreshments. 
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