
 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Week Commencing Dec 24, 2017  

 

Christmas  



From the Rector 

Merry Christmas! 

 This Sunday, December 24 is a beautiful 

but busy Sunday in the life of the Church.  

Here at St. John’s Shaughnessy we will 

celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent with 

the regular services of Holy Eucharist at 8:00 

and 10:00am.  But we will quickly change 

things over so that we are celebrating Christmas Eve at 5:00 and 10:00pm!  

It is a strange anomaly that we are celebrating both on one day.  But it 

means lots of celebrating! 

 In the morning, as we light the fourth candle of our Advent Wreath, 

we will focus on the coming of the angel Gabriel to Mary and the famous 

scene often referred to as the Annunciation.  The birth of Christ is 

described, Mary is called to be the God-bearer and the child is predicted to 

grow to become the Saviour.  Mary replies to the angel with the words: 

“Here am I the servant of the Lord.”  The incarnation of God has begun.  

The God of the heavens above is coming to us in human form to guide us 

and lead in all God’s ways.  The child Jesus will grow to become the one 

who died and yet rose again as a sign of God’s eternal grace and love. 

 In the evening of December 24 we will journey to the town of 

Bethlehem to once more witness the birth of Jesus and to celebrate with his 

parents, angels, and shepherds at the arrival of this tiny child who would 

grow to reveal to the depth of God’s love for us.  The Son of God coming to 

us in human form to share our griefs and sorrows, joys and celebrations.  

God will walk with us for eternity.   

 This time of year is filled with beautiful music and beautiful carols.  

They are beautiful and traditional and try to put into words our faith and 

our hope.  They are lyrics that should be sung with great enthusiasm and 

joy!  For we are celebrating God’s presence in our world but also in our 

souls and hearts as we recognize that our faith encompasses the whole of 

ourselves and the whole of our lives. 

 



 Joy to the world 

 The Lord has come 

 Let earth receive her King 

 Let every heart prepare Him room 

 And heaven and nature sing 

 And heaven and nature sing 

 And heaven and heaven and nature sing 

 With all that is going on in the world at this time, we hold in our 

prayers the town of Bethlehem in the Middle East, the Holy Land.  As our 

attention turns to this celebrated birthplace of Jesus, please pray for peace 

and holiness for this troubled area.  May the celebrations of the Prince of 

Peace inspire us and Christians around the world to strive for peace in this 

region.  We pray for people of all faiths and those with none, that the hope 

and love of God that Jesus came to reveal to all people may be seen in the 

actions and decisions for this region of our world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

       The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem in the West Bank 

 I pray that all of the wonderful parishioners of St. John’s Shaughnessy 

will have beautiful and joy-filled celebrations of the birth of Jesus Christ.  

May you know his light, peace, forgiveness and love in the many ways that 

you honour his birth and his life. 

 Every blessing for Christmas and the New Year of 2018. 

John+ 



Baptisms in January 

 On January 7 we will have the Baptism of Julia 

Dirk!  As we celebrate the Epiphany and the arrival of 

the magi we will also celebrate Julia Dirk becoming a 

Christian, a follower of Jesus Christ, a member of our 

community, a fellow pilgrim drawing closer to God’s 

presence in this world and the next.  We are so 

delighted! 

 On January 21 we will have the Baptism of Erin Redfern and also 

Abigail Stephens.  Erin has been part of our community for a while now but 

would like to be baptized and we are all delighted that she would!  

Abigail’s brother Hugo was baptized about a year ago and so we are very 

pleased that she too will be baptized! 

 Keep Julia, Erin, Abigail and their families in your prayers. 

Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

 We are joining with Shaughnessy Heights United Church and 

Redeemer Lutheran (and others!) to have a service during the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity.  This week of prayer has been taking place since 

about 1820 in the Christian Church.  This year the theme is; “Your Right 

Hand, O Lord, Glorious in Power.”   

 St. John’s is hosting this service at 3:00pm on January 21.  Please plan 

on joining us! 

Confirmation 

 If you or someone that you know is interested in being Confirmed in 

the Anglican Church of Canada, please speak to Father John or Mother Liz.   

 Confirmation is about confirming the promises that were made on 

your behalf when you were baptized as a child.  There will be a preparation 

period of about six weeks of classes to explore the Bible, Theology, Liturgy, 

Church Governance, Mature Faith and a number of other things.  If you are 

already Confirmed but are interested in Reaffirming your faith, please also 

contact the Clergy. Please consider it!  



Wednesday Morning Bible Study Starts Up Again!  

 Our Wednesday Morning Bible Study took a break over Advent and  

Christmas.  It will resume on January 17 and run until February 7 (Lent  

begins on February 14 and there will be a Lenten Series at that point) 

We gather at 10:10am on Wednesday mornings to discuss the Bible 

readings for the coming Sunday. Please join us! 

Lent Series 2018 

 Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John invites participants on a six-

week journey into deeper intimacy with God by praying with the words of 

John the Evangelist (The Gospel According to John and First Letter of John). 

These two texts describe how God, out of deep love, sends God’s only Son 

Jesus into the world, to take on human form and live among us. By learning 

from Jesus, his human friendships, and his teachings about the God he calls 

‘Father,’ we will discover God as One who longs for deep intimacy with 

each of us. We will take to heart the words of Jesus: “I and the Father are 

one.” We will find that God is not a judge, a disapproving parent, a 

policeman, or a taskmaster; rather God is our companion, our friend, our 

confidant, our beloved. We are even invited to abide in God as God abides 

in us. It is in relationship with Jesus that such extraordinary communion 

with God becomes a personal reality.  

Neighbourhood Ministry Volunteers Christmas Report 

We were very busy as we assembled at St. Anselm’s to pack up and divide 

the 30 packages into 3 team cars.   

Team 1: Dale, Ellie, & Tim.  

4th & Highbury. The gang! About ten happy friends of the street: R, S, B, T, 

J (got her toaster), B, M, R, D and D. 

D told Ellie, “I’m not homeless, this is my native land and I can stay 

anywhere. I’m shelterless.” 

Up on Dunbar, D in the Shoppers parking lot. Still grieving M who OD-ed 

in May. Ellie will drop off D’s bag at Dunbar when they see again at lunch 

today. He pointed us to R nearby: older fellow wrapped in a quilt in front 

of Mac’s the convenience store. who doesn’t look all that well, but was 



cheerful and responsive. But does have sores/scabs on his face. New to us, 

but says he’s been here 4-1/2 years and had a place. 

Team 2: Heather, Dana, Lynn and Janet 

It was a joyous morning and we, Heather (skilled driver), Dana, Lynn and 

Janet, were able to reach out to all we had hoped to. 

First stop, Tolmie/8th church, we found B.  He was well protected under the 

entrance overhang, looked warm and was pleasant. We did not chat 

long. He seemed to appreciate the bag of goodies. 

10th/Sasamat - A was just coming out of Bean Around the World with a 

coffee in hand and his usual smile. A was very appreciative of the package 

and took time to carefully organize the goods into his own bag, while we 

chatted. He looked well. 

While Janet and Lynne went looking for A, Heather and Dana chatted with 

P sitting on a bench. He was very welcoming. We mentioned the Kit’s 

showers program, which he did not know about and also the services the 

MCU offered.   P was glad to receive the food and package. 

Next, we went down to the beach along Spanish Banks and Jericho. We did 

not find S at Jericho or anyone else. 

4th/Vine - we met Megaphone P, selling the DTES annual calendars. He 

was very appreciative of a package and was very friendly. He gave each of 

us a Christmas card.   

We also met young R (? S) who was chatty and friendly and also 

appreciative of the package.  He was disappointed he missed the Kits 

Christmas party earlier in morning. 

We met T in front of Whole Foods. He was chatty as usual but a bit down 

about his rent going up and his money going down. He was very pleased to 

receive a bag of goodies. 

At 4th /Balsam on the south side in the empty Wear Else store, we met M. 

He is an older fellow, well dressed who said this was his corner and he had 

been there a long time. He was quite chatty and appreciative of his package. 

He was unwilling to share about housing but did say he was on Income 

Assistance. He spoke of being kicked out of a few places We mentioned the 

shower program.  

At 4th / Maple We met R and C who were in high spirits and chatty they 

were playing a game. R spoke of his papers and gave us another phone 



number in Nanaimo which Heather will follow up. Both fellows 

appreciated their packages. They laughed saying they were not sure they 

could get up early enough for the showers program. There eyes lit up at the 

McDonalds cards “We are off to a good dinner”, C said. 

Broadway/McDonald: We did not find S at Jericho but Dana spotted him 

(actually spotted B's pink dog vest and antlers) west of 

Broadway/McDonald.  We had seen S earlier at Kits, so did not chat long. S 

looks well and was cheerful. He was very appreciative of the package. 

Thanks team for a great morning. 

Team 3: Hyok Kim, Heather and Ken Pepin 

1. B at 10th and Granville in front of Edward Chapman. We leave him 

with the Christmas bag, a sleeping bag, a Jacket, bus pass and 

McDonalds card. He was grateful, and said he was otherwise doing 

well. 

2. Between 10th and 11th and Granville --- S. Also, there with G who was 

away at that moment. Left them both with Christmas bag, bus passes, 

and McDonalds cards. Apparently, they have housing come January. 

They asked for $35 for accommodation at the Jericho Hostel, so they 

could get a shower and laundry, but weren’t interested when we 

offered to make the arrangements directly at the hostel. 

3. In the Vancouver School Board park on 10th Ave – J. He’s sleeping 

indoors on a friend’s couch. Heather knows J from St Mark’s 

community lunch. Left him with a Christmas bag, bus pass and 

MacDonald’s card 

4. In front of London Drugs on Broadway – S. We woke him. He was 

very selective and took from the bag what he could use. Left him with 

McDonalds card and bus pass. 

5. In front of Safeway at MacDonald and Broadway we ran into “S”. He 

thanked us, but turned us down – he had already been visited by the 

team at Locarno. 

6. M. He’s new to us, we think. He hadn’t encountered us before. He’s 

been in BC for 3 years, from Ontario, and is without identification. 

He’s interested in getting some. He’s 60, sleeping out (but he says he’s 



got a warm, dry spot). We left him with the Christmas bag, bus pass 

and McDonalds card. Also with information about the Kits shower 

program, where he could begin to get ID from Ontario. 

We split up at this point – about 12:30 or so. Subsequently, Ken saw… 

7. N in front of London Drugs on Broadway on Tuesday evening. Left 

him with my last Christmas bag that had a blanket. (no cards or 

anything for him). He’s sleeping out, but claims he’s set up okay. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ken Pepin 
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St John’s Shaughnessy Anglican Church 

1490 Nanton Ave. Vancouver, B.C.  V6H 2E2  

Telephone (604) 731-4966 (ex 11 for office)    

email: church@sjs.net  web: www.sjs.net  

Office Hours:  Monday to Thursday 8:00am to 3:00pm  
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Rector  The Venerable John Stephens   

 john.stephens@sjs.net 

Curate The Reverend Liz Hamel 

 liz.hamel@sjs.net  

Deacon The Reverend Dr. Pitman Potter 

 pbpotter@live.ca 

Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Helen Kline 

Rector’s Warden Dr Robyn Woodward 

People’s Warden Maggie Sanders 

Treasurer Donald Wood  

Property Trustee Peter Kidd 

Vestry Clerk The Reverend Karin Fulcher 

Music Director Michael Dirk  

 organist@sjs.net 

Assistant Choirmaster  Ann Chen 

Children’s Ministry Spencer Britten 

Parish Administrator Janet Hamilton  

PWRDF Rep Doug Symons 

Sacristan and MC Paul Bunnell   

Verger/caretaker Amy Thorogood 

Sunday services 

  8:00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

  10:00am Sung Eucharist  

Wednesday service 

  9:30am Holy Communion  

Inside artwork (snowflake, bell, star and snowman) are original artworks 

created by SJS parishioner Erin Redfern 
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