
 
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Week Commencing Aug 20, 2017  

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From the Rector 

 “Woman, great is your faith!  Let it be done for you as you wish.”   

 In the gospel for this Sunday, Jesus meets a Canaanite woman who is 

desperate for healing for her daughter.  The disciples want her to be sent 

away.  Jesus, too, wants nothing to do with her.  He says to her and the 

disciples: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” You 

might think that was the end of the conversation but it was not. 

 The un-named woman pleads all the more: “Lord help me.”  Jesus is 

really quite rude to her and clearly wants her to go away and stop pestering 

him and answers, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 

the dogs.”  He seems to want to put her in her place.  But she still persists, 

and replies, “Yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 

table.”  And then something seemed to really change in Jesus.  The hard 

exterior that he had been showing suddenly melted.  The labels he had 

been using suddenly disappeared.  Suddenly this woman became a child of 

God instead of an enemy.  “Woman, great is your faith!”  he said to her. 

 This woman, though un-named in this passage from Matthew’s 

gospel, is really one of the saints of our faith.  She broke down barriers that 

had long been standing.  She rejected prejudice.  She revealed the love of 

God in a place that no one thought it might be found.  Surely this is our role 

as faithful Christians as well.  We are called to point out God’s love, God’s 

grace not as a limited commodity for a small few but a universal truth that 

transforms and changes all people. 

 May those words, “Great is your faith!” be not only musty words of 

two thousand years ago but eye and soul opening words that give us pause 

to think about what it means to have faith in God as revealed in Jesus 

Christ and also in the actions of this outsider, this woman, this un-named 

and unknown one.  May she continue to teach us about what it means to be 

a follower in our time. 

 God of compassion and grace, heal our broken thoughts, fix our uncaring 

actions, transform our weary hearts.  You promise forgiveness of sin, let us see that 

as a gift in our lives that changes us to see that we too sin before you and need your 



forgiveness and blessing.  Guide us, direct us and grow in us that others might say, 

“Great is our faith!”  In the name of Jesus Christ, the healing and holy one.  Amen.   

Bible Study 

 People have asked for a Bible Study during the day.  We are going to 

try this on Wednesdays after the 9:30am mass.  We will start at 10:00am (or 

perhaps 10:10am!) and will run until 11:00am.  Please let the Rector, Father 

John, know if this will work for you (please also let him know if you would 

like to come to a Bible Study during the day but Wednesdays are not 

convenient for you). We will start on September 13 and it will run until 

November 29.  

Neighbourhood Survey 

 Church Committee commissioned VST student, Alecia Greenfield to 

do a survey of the Shaughnessy neighbourhood and our place within it.  

Some members of Church Committee met with Alecia last Wednesday to 

discuss her results.  We had a very good meeting and excellent discussion 

about our place in the neighbourhood and how we might make more 

connections within our area of Vancouver.  We also looked at how St. 

John’s Shaughnessy might have more of an impact in the way that we 

describe ourselves and show our presence in the neighbourhood.  It was a 

great evening! 

Blessing of Pets October 1 

 The date we have scheduled our annual Blessing of Pets Service is on 

October 1st.  Please hold the date and tell your friends (furry and 

otherwise!)  

 

 

 

 

 



Greeting and Hospitality Volunteers Needed for Sundays  

 Are you interested in a new volunteer position at St John’s? Training 

and written instructions are provided. We will pair you up with someone 

who has done it many times, and you will never volunteer alone.  Please 

contact the office if you are able to help out once every couple of months or 

more often if you prefer. It’s a great way to get to know everyone!   

Join us Wednesdays at 2:00 for Scrabble 

 Scrabble started last month, and the group is growing. This is for 

people who take Scrabble quite seriously so bring your Scrabble dictionary! 

Please contact the office if you would like to join them.  

Memorial Garden Service September 24 

 Our Annual Memorial Garden Service of Evensong will be held on 

September 24 at 3:00pm.  Please put this on your calendar now and plan to 

attend.  Please let people know about this, especially those with a 

connection to St John’s Shaughnessy and the Memorial Garden. This is an 

important ministry for us. 

Sock Drive in October  

 In October, St. John's Shaughnessy is joining with Shaughnessy 

Heights United Church, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Little Flower 

Academy School and we hope Shaughnessy Elementary School, and York 

House School, along with people of our neighbourhood to collect new socks 

to be distributed to the homeless.  Stay tuned for more information! 

For the Life of the World (Pro Mundi Vita) 

A uniquely Anglican Spiritual Formation Retreat for the Next Generation 

  “A uniquely Anglican program where the Holy Spirit can move to personally 

transform participants to more actively engage in Christian life and mission.”  

For the past two years, a small group of lay volunteers and clergy has been 

meeting to bring to reality a pilot project for a new spiritual renewal 

program for our diocese. The need for such a program was confirmed by 



survey feedback from members of the 2015 Synod and from past 

participants in the Diocesan Cursillo movement during the 1990s. The new 

program has been designed to address a recognized “gap” in lay spiritual 

renewal programming across our diocese.  The target audience is the “next 

generation” of Anglicans; that is, people who exhibit a readiness or show 

the potential to take another step in their faith development. The major 

program goals are: 

 To engage the energy, creativity and commitment of the next 

generation of Anglicans and prepare them to be change catalysts in 

the communities where God has placed them, 

 To support participants to deepen and mature their Christian faith in 

order to enact the great commission in their daily lives and in the life 

of their parish/community.  

With a grant from the Anglican Foundation of Canada and along with 

funding from the Anglican Church of Canada and our own Anglican 

Initiatives Fund, we were pleased to be able to hire Drs. Brad and Kara 

Pickens (www.farmhousemission.org) to develop the curriculum and 

learning materials for the new program. Members of Trinity Episcopal 

Church in Bloomington, Indiana, Brad and Kara have led spiritual retreats 

since 2002 at The Farmhouse Mission, located on their seventh generation 

family farm. There they have welcomed an ecumenical group of women 

and men from all over the world and all walks of life to practice prayer and 

to sit, rest, and commune with God and with others. They envision the 

spiritual renewal project with the diocese of New Westminster as an 

opportunity for individuals to grow in their faith and understanding, while 

building supportive relationships with other believers, and increasing their 

desire for missional living in their communities. The weekend retreat will 

incorporate discussion, teaching, fellowship, rest, and worship through 

prayer and music, along with opportunities for creative expression through 

art, film, and hands-on projects as ways of exploring how the spiritual may 

become part of one's daily life.   

 

 

http://www.farmhousemission.org/


In order to assist in the development of this exciting new opportunity to 

grow in faith, the Spiritual Formation for the Next Generation team is 

inviting folks from our diocese to participate in one of three pilot weekend 

retreats: 

 October 13-15 or October 27-29, 2017 at Camp Elphinstone in Gibsons 

 February 23-25, 2018 at Loon Lake in Maple Ridge.    

The two-night retreat weekend includes shared accommodation, all 

meals and materials. The majority of the cost is paid however each 

participant is asked to contribute $30. 

Interested in learning more or taking part in this unique and important 

opportunity?  Contact:  info@vancouver.anglican.ca or by phone 

604.684.6306    

Church Donation Envelopes for 2018 

 We will soon be ordering custom donation envelopes for 2018. Please 

contact the office asap if you would like some. We encourage envelope 

users to switch over to the pre-authorized debit (PAD) program, but we’re 

still happy to provide envelopes to people who request them.  

Garden Tools, Rocks & Driftwood wanted 

 Do you have any gardening supplies in your garage that you don’t 

use any more, and would like to donate to the church? Please bring them to 

church on Sunday, or contact the office to arrange pick up. Gloves, shovels, 

brooms, forks, carts, pruners, etc. can all be put to good use by our growing 

team of volunteers. And we welcome more volunteers! 

 We are also looking for attractive rocks, interesting pieces of 

driftwood, and old bricks for pathways (that tie in with the church) for 

the garden. If you find anything that catches your eye while on your travels 

this summer, and you are able to bring it to us, please do. If they come with 

a story all the better!!! 

 Please also contact us if you are dividing your perennials this fall, 

and have extras that need a new home. 

mailto:info@vancouver.anglican.ca


 



St John’s Shaughnessy Anglican Church 

1490 Nanton Ave. Vancouver, B.C.  V6H 2E2  

Telephone (604) 731-4966 (ex 11 for office)    

email: church@sjs.net  web: www.sjs.net  

Office Hours:  Monday to Thursday 8:00am to 3:00pm  

 

Rector  The Venerable John Stephens   

 john.stephens@sjs.net 

Curate The Reverend Liz Hamel 

 liz.hamel@sjs.net  

Deacon The Reverend Dr. Pitman Potter 

 pbpotter@live.ca 

Rector’s Warden Dr Robyn Woodward 

People’s Warden Maggie Sanders 

Treasurer Donald Wood 

Vestry Clerk The Reverend Karin Fulcher 

Music Director Michael Dirk  

 organist@sjs.net 

Assistant Choirmaster  Ann Chen 

Children’s Ministry Spencer Britten 

Parish Administrator Janet Hamilton  

PWRDF Rep Doug Symons 

Sacristan and MC Paul Bunnell   

Verger/caretaker Amy Thorogood 

Sunday services 

  8:00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

  10:00am Sung Eucharist  

Wednesday service 

  9:30am Holy Communion  

Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings and Confessions are by appointment with the  

Rector. Please contact us if you would like to have our  

weekly newsletter emailed to you.  

Cover: The Canaanite Woman by Jean-Germain Drouais, 1763. 
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