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Pentecost Sunday 



From the Rector  

 This Sunday we are celebrating Pentecost and we remember the 

coming of the Holy Spirit to the first Church in great wind and fire.  The 

Holy Spirit’s presence was seen to be life-changing, earth-shattering and 

emotionally charged.  The Spirit came and new languages were spoken, the 

word of God was universal and meant for all people and places and times.  

The arrival of the Holy Spirit was not a gentle, quiet action of God but it 

came with great fan-fare and delight.  The disciples, the closest followers of 

Jesus, were transformed and changed forever by this Spirit.  Surely the 

same is true for us today as well. 

 Pentecost is not about quietly acknowledging the coming a the Spirit 

of God into our midst.  It is much more exciting than that!  It is about a 

great celebration of God moving in the world of long ago and still very 

present in the world of today.  Pentecost marks a new awareness of God 

stirring within, around and through us. 

 The liturgical colour for this is red and so you are encouraged to wear 

something red.  Wear it with pride!  Wear it bright and attention seeking, 

just like the Holy Spirit!  For the Holy Spirit is calling us to live our lives  

brightly, beautifully, glowingly dedicated to God’s Spirit touching our own 

spirit. 

 In the book, The Liturgical Year, Joan Chittister writes this: “Life is an 

intoxicant no amount of more mundane inebriants – faster, deeper, more 

alluring, more captivating—can possibly equal.  The problem is that for life 

to become its own exhilarant, we must learn to live it consciously, to live it 

deeply, to live it to the brim, beyond the visible to the meaningful.  

Somehow, in the midst of the purely natural, we must become aware of 

what it more than simply natural. We must cross the line between matter 

and spirit, between time and timelessness.  We must allow one to become 

the other so that the gifts of neither may be lost, so that the electricity of 

each can be released in us.” 

 Annie Dillard thinks that “we should all be wearing crash helmets (to 

church). Ushers should issue life preservers and signal flares; they should 

lash us to our pews. For the sleeping God may wake someday and take 

offense, or the waking God may draw us to where we can never return.” 



 Join us on Pentecost Sunday as we honour the arrival of the Holy 

Spirit to the First Church, to our Church and to our own souls! 

 Come Holy Spirit, stir our hearts, shake our lives, disturb our plans!  

Awaken our complacency to a new awareness of your fire and wind  and breath 

within our hearts.  Move us away from predicting how you work, O God, to a 

greater understanding of the vastness of your presence and your peace.  Come Holy 

Spirit and make us whole and holy.  In the name of the one who first breathed your 

presence on us, Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen.   

Wear Red this Sunday! 

 To honour the coming of the Holy Spirit to the followers of Jesus 

Christ, you are invited and encouraged to wear red this Sunday.  Be 

creative!  Red socks, shirts, ties, trousers, skirts, glasses, shoes, ribbons and 

bells are all encouraged! 

 You can also wear your red to the Archdeaconry Service of Evensong 

for Pentecost at 4:00pm at St. Mary’s Kerrisdale.  Bishop Michael Ingham is 

the preacher.  Each parish is asked to bring a plate of goodies to share for 

the reception. 

Wiffle Ball game at SJS June 7  -  All Welcome 

 If you are attending the Wiffle Ball event, please bring some healthy 

fruit or veggies to share. We will also have barbequed hotdogs (meat and 

veggie) and Karin has rented a popcorn machine!  Remember to sign up 

during coffee hour, or contact the office. It will be a lot of fun as we play 

against the Diocesan Staff Team. Come and join the fun! 6pm to 8pm. 

Garden Tools and Equipment Wanted 

 Do you have any gardening supplies in your garage that you don’t 

use any more, and would like to donate to the church? Please bring them to 

church on Sunday, or contact the office to arrange pick up. Gloves, shovels, 

carts, knee pads, pruners, etc. can all be put to good use by our growing 

team of volunteers. We also welcome more volunteers! 

 



Pastoral Care Team 

 The Pastoral Care Team of SJS has started its work of “coming 

alongside to offer encouragement and comfort and company” to those who 

would appreciate it--whether it’s because of illness, individual or family 

issues, or simply a desire for more personal connection. We are committed 

to complete confidentiality, as we make contacts under the guidance of 

Mother Liz and Fr John, with Helen Kline acting as team liaison. 

 How can you help? Please pray for us, that we act with wisdom and 

compassion and respect as Christ’s representatives in our world. Also, feel 

free to make a referral on behalf of someone you know who could benefit 

from a regular phone call or personal visit. To do so, contact the Church 

Office to leave a message for Mother Liz, Fr John or Helen Kline. Thank you. 

PWRDF:  Canadian government announces matching fund for 

Famine Relief 

 On May 29, the federal government announced it will match funds 

donated to Canadian NGOs for famine relief in Africa and the Middle East 

until June 30, 2017.  

 This means for every $1 donated to PWRDF’s Famine Relief appeal, 

the government will put $1 into its Famine Relief Fund (for the government 

to allocate). The 1:1 match will be applied retroactively to all funds donated 

for emergency response since March 17, 2017. More than $140,000 has been 

donated since our appeal was announced in March of this year, and we are 

grateful for continued funding from individuals and churches across 

Canada. 

 The countries identified by the government for matching funding are 

the most desperate: Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen. A group 

of neighbouring countries at risk of starvation conditions has also been 

identified: Cameroon, Chad, Niger, Kenya, Ethiopia and Uganda. 

 “Famine, hunger and preventable disease in these countries require 

our urgent response,” says Will Postma, Executive Director of PWRDF.  

 

 



 “Through this match opportunity announced today, Canadians can 

know that our response will go further to respond to the urgencies for 

nutritious food, clean water, health care and other humanitarian needs.”  

 For further information on how you can help/donate, contact Doug 

Symons at coffee time, or phone 604 277 2674 or email mdsymons@shaw.ca  

wlmailhtml:%7b08CDFE2B-DEB9-485F-8F7F-CF2C876C6AFF%7dmid:/00000091/mdsymons@shaw.ca


Ethiopia: 4th Century Church in a Contemporary World 

 On June 5, Archdeacon Douglas Fenton will speak about his study 

leave in Ethiopia.  Father Douglas had an incredible experience as he toured 

many parts of Ethiopia and experienced the culture, tradition and history, 

in particular the Christian 

foundation of the country.  

There were many fascinating 

experiences and we are 

delighted that he will be 

sharing some of them with 

us.  Join us on June 5 at 

7:00pm in the Trendell 

Lounge. 

Abbey in Mission with Michael Dirk June 11 

 In January SJS held a study on the Order of St. Benedict. Michael 

promised to organize a tour out the Abbey in Mission, and looks like 

Sunday June 11 be the best opportunity for that. Following Sunday  service 

we could go for lunch, and then make our way to Mission, arriving around 

3pm to tour the campus and speak with a few monks, then take in Trinity 

Vesper service at 4:30pm, heading back to Vancouver 5pm. Please let 

Michael know if you'd be interested in attending so he can arrange carpools. 

organist@sjs.net 

Church Interior Task Force 

 The next meeting of the Church Interior Task Force will be held on 

June 14 at 7:15pm in the church.  We will continue our discussion about 

some of the things we would like to discuss if we were to reconsider the 

interior of our church to better reflect our congregation and community life 

in 2017 and going forward.  We continue to think about seating, lighting, 

acoustics, prayer, praise, the sacraments and the calling of the Holy Spirit in 

our lives and in this community.  If a clearer plan starts to emerge, more 

input from the larger community of St. John’s will be sought. 



Hospitality Volunteers Needed for Sunday Morning Coffee Hour 

 Are you interested in helping out at coffee hour? Training and written 

instructions provided. We will pair you up with someone who has done it 

many times.  Please contact the office if you are able to help out. We need 

extra volunteers in all areas for the summer months. 

Volunteer Drivers Needed 

 We are looking for several volunteer drivers for some members of our 

congregation who require a ride to church. These senior parishioners are 

just a five minute drive from St John’s.  Hopefully we will set up a rotating 

roster of drivers.  Please contact the office if you are able to help out.  

Parish Picnic 

 Once again this year, our parish of St. John’s Shaughnessy, is joining 

with other Anglican parishes of our area for a Parish Picnic.  It will be held 

at Maple Grove Park on June 25 after our 10:00 Mass.  Please bring 

something to share (hot dogs, hamburgers and drinks will be provided).  

We will be joining St. Mary’s Kerrisdale, St. Faith’s and St. Augustine’s.   

Syrian Refugee Fund 

 We are hoping to raise $12,000 to support a Syrian Refugee family.  

St Helen’s Point Grey is taking the lead on supporting them (along with a 

group in the Archeology Department at UBC). St John’s Shaughnessy has 

offered to raise the money needed to pay for their plane fare that they 

needed to get to Canada. Currently we have raised $8,485 (about 71%).  

Thank you to everyone who has contributed! 

Do you have an old bike in your garage that needs a new home? 

 Janet in the office is looking to purchase used bikes for herself and a 

family member. They can be 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s, it doesn’t matter. Any age 

road bike or touring bike or a hybrid, men’s or women’s  -  just not a 

mountain bike. Please email the details to the office, or talk to Janet directly. 

Thanks! 



 



 



St John’s Shaughnessy Anglican Church 

1490 Nanton Ave. Vancouver, B.C.  V6H 2E2  

Telephone (604) 731-4966 (ex 11 for office)    

email: church@sjs.net  web: www.sjs.net  

Office Hours:  Monday to Thursday 8:00am to 3:00pm  

CCLI License # 143069. Copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book 

Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican 

Liturgical Library. 

Rector  The Venerable John Stephens   

 john.stephens@sjs.net 

Curate The Reverend Liz Hamel 

 liz.hamel@sjs.net  

Deacon The Reverend Dr. Pitman Potter 

 pbpotter@live.ca 

Rector’s Warden Dr Robyn Woodward 

People’s Warden Maggie Sanders 

Treasurer Donald Wood 

Vestry Clerk The Reverend Karin Fulcher 

Music Director Michael Dirk  

 organist@sjs.net 

Assistant Choirmaster  Ann Chen 

Children’s Ministry Spencer Britten 

Parish Administrator Janet Hamilton  

PWRDF Rep Doug Symons 

Sacristan and MC Paul Bunnell   

Verger/caretaker Amy Thorogood 

Sunday services 

  8:00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

  10:00am Sung Eucharist  

Wednesday service 

  9:30am Holy Communion  

Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings and Confessions are by appointment with the  

Rector. Please contact us if you would like to have our weekly newsletter  

emailed to you. Cover by John Stuart, stushiart.com 
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